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Revealing the challenges and the opportunities

Our grant making has
supported over 50 separate
and important initiatives.
We have made grants
exceeding $2.4 million, and
have learned a great deal
about those areas which are
in greatest need, the broader
community’s strength and
weaknesses, the level of
services provided by other
charitable organisations,
and the sheer complexity
of a number of the issues
relating to disadvantage.
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Chairman’s report
It gives me great pleasure to provide some comments to
include in our 2019 Annual Report, which marks the end
of the second full year of operations of the Mornington
Peninsula Foundation (MPF). Our Foundation’s vision and
purpose is to significantly reduce the levels of socioeconomic disadvantage on the Mornington Peninsula.
We have bold aspirations!

to provide the best chance that children can flourish
in our education system. When an early intervention is
not successful for at risk children, it’s almost impossible
for our education system and the children who are
disadvantaged through a lack of literacy and numeracy to
succeed. We see early intervention with young people as
a critically importance strategy in achieving our purpose.

Amidst the splendour and magnificence of the
Mornington Peninsula, a unique part of Victoria, there
are areas where families live on less than $500 per
week, where 92% of children starting school require
speech and oral language intervention, and where only
30% of students who enrol in year 7 are at the required
academic levels.

Systemic poverty

Our grant making has supported over 50 separate and
important initiatives. We have made grants exceeding
$2.4 million, and have learned a great deal about
those areas which are in greatest need, the broader
community’s strength and weaknesses, the level of
services provided by other charitable organisations, and
the sheer complexity of a number of the issues relating
to disadvantage. We have built strong relationships, had
great project outcomes, and learned and experienced
some salutary lessons about how to engage more
effectively.
As with my own business ventures, we have recognised
that risk is a necessary element for real change to occur.
Some philanthropy should been seen through the prism
of venture capital where you take ideas, develop them,
implement and hopefully achieve the positive outcomes
that you strive for.
With risk comes the excitement of new ways of
improving people’s lives, but sometimes disappointment.
At MPF, we embrace both with equal courage, openness
and endeavour.

Transparency in our operations
In this Annual Report, we document all of the grant and
donor activities during FY2019. We highlight some of
our outstanding individual initiatives, and speak about
our plans for the future. Our wide array of work helps us
to build a strategy for tomorrow which will truncate to
fewer, larger initiatives that draw for their success on the
findings of our experience, research, and our work to
date.
We seek to focus on assisting people at the earliest
possible time in their lives, to enable them to grow,
develop and succeed with family, with education and with
their community. In some of our projects, we concentrate
on the first three or four years of a child’s education,

As we work with various schools in areas within the
Mornington Peninsula, we come across people and
families that are locked in a systemic poverty trap.
Poverty is a structural issue that is very difficult for many
families, notwithstanding personal endeavour, to escape.
The independence and flexibility of philanthropic funding
enables us to step outside the existing government
systems which seek to ameliorate poverty, and for us
to trial new methods of assisting people to escape from
their poverty trap.

Our donors
We are enormously grateful to our donors and partners
who have shown great trust and faith in us. They have
joined us in this journey, provided the fuel to test our
ideas, given us the courage to drill into the data, to give
licence to creativity, and permission to step outside the
norm.
During the year, we merged with Foundation 59,
an organisation which had been operating on the
Mornington Peninsula for 9 years, supporting and
investing in social change in our region. We are delighted
to have joined forces with Foundation 59, and proudly
continue much of their work in our focus areas of
education, children and disadvantaged families.
With our community and donor partners, we are looking
forward to the next phase of our work. You will see the
development of large scale education initiatives and new
thinking in homelessness.
We look forward to working closely with our local and
State Government bodies, so that we are able to play
a complimentary role, whilst bringing an independent
voice to the Mornington Peninsula, driven with the aim of
reducing socio-economic disadvantage in our region.

Ian Hicks AM,
Chair, Mornington Peninsula Foundation
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‘As an educator, being a part of a
program that is so powerful and
that will truly change lives and
potentially communities, is an
absolute privilege.’
Tina Coumbe
Principal, Crib Point Primary
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About Mornington Peninsula Foundation (MPF)
Our vision
Significantly reducing social disadvantage on the Mornington Peninsula.

Our purpose
As a trusted partner on the Mornington Peninsula, we are the catalyst for supporting local
leadership in education and homelessness through philanthropy.

Our long-term targets
• Ensure children are developmentally ready for school
• Significantly reduce the rate of homelessness

Our goals
•
•
•
•

Invest in opportunities with the greatest social return
Inspire local change agents and like-minded philanthropists to work with us
Measure outcomes of funded projects
Build MPF into a sustainable and capable organisation and to become the apex of philanthropy
on the Mornington Peninsula

Progress against goals in FY2019
INVESTED $591,317 in paid grants, with $519,939 committed for FY2020 to 24 community
led initiatives focusing on education, homelessness and community connection.

PARTNERED with 20 community organisations and 53 donors and merged with
Foundation 59.

EVALUATED each investment according to project objectives and used this data to build
from small grass roots projects to longer term, large scale investments, the first being No Limits.

CONSOLIDATED the Board, installed robust operational systems, secured five year
operational funding, initiated communications to broaden the reach of our message to raise
awareness, foster innovation and inspire support.

Directors

Ian Hicks AM, Chairman

Andrew Wheeler

Andrew Fairley AM, Deputy Chairman

David Dyer

Dr Genevieve Timmons

Christina McGuffie

Dr Janet Stanley

Staff

Stephanie Exton, Executive Director
Gitz Naidu, CFO
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Summary of grants

Total funds paid in grants including matching grants = $591,317
Total committed for FY2020 = $519,939
Total funds paid in administration (from George Hicks Foundation) = $187,000

Grants activity – FY2019 and FY2020 forward projection

Grants paid
Education

256,617

66,700

Homelessness

Community
connections
and wellbeing

Commitments

41,000

329,939

50,000

20%

Source: Mornington Peninsula Foundation. (2019).

90,000

49,500

127,500

0%
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Matching
grants

40%

60%

100,000

80%

100%
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‘Through our strong partnership
with Mornington Peninsula
Foundation, Western Port Secondary
College is tackling the issue of
disadvantage to positively impact
the lives and educational outcomes
of young people from right across
the community of Hastings.’
Chris Quinn, Principal,
Western Port Secondary College
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MPF grants FY2019
EDUCATION
PROJECT

ORGANISATION

PAID FY2019

COMMITTED FY2020

Abecedarian Program Oral
Language Program

Eastbourne Primary School

–

$20,000

After School Tutoring at Eastbourne
Primary School

Anglicare Victoria

$3,500

$20,000

Child Care Scholarships

Seawinds Community Hub

$9,883

$8,138

Discretionary student support

Hastings Primary

$2,000

–

Feuerstein Method

Advance Community College

$36,205

$13,776

In School Counselling

Tootgarook Primary School

$1,800

$1,800

Literacy Support

Tyabb Railway Primary School

$15,000

7,500

Music in Schools

Crib Point Primary School; Hastings
Primary School; Mornington Park Special
Development School;
Wallaroo Primary School

$39,899

$22,445

Music Scholarship

Wallaroo Primary School

$60

$3,000

No Limits, Speech and Oral
Language in the early years

Eastbourne Primary and Seawinds
Community Hub; Mornington Park Primary
and Kindergarten; Tyabb Railway Primary
and Tyabb Kindergarten; Crib Point Primary
and Kindergarten, Wallaroo Primary and
Kindergarten; Community Kinders Plus

$126,720

$233,280

Reading for Life

Somerville Primary

$4,000

–

Speech and Occupational Therapy

Crib Point Primary

$14,550

–

Transition Scholarships

12 Primary and secondary schools

$3,000

–

$256,617

$329,939

PAID FY2019

COMMITTED FY2020

$40,000

$50,000

$500

–

TOTAL
HOMELESSNESS
PROJECT

ORGANISATION

Private Rental Assistance Program

New Peninsula Community Caring Inc

Sleep in Your Car

Fusion’s Housing Support Program

Southern Peninsula Shower and
Laundry Program

Southern Peninsula Community Support
and Information Centre (SPCSIC)

$26,200

$40,000

TOTAL

$66,700

$90,000

PAID FY2019

COMMITTED FY2020

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS AND WELLBEING
PROJECT

ORGANISATION

Child Safe Spaces

SPCSIC

$2,500

–

Connecting Local Agencies on the
Southern Peninsula

SPCSIC

$50,000

$25,000

Family Support Service

SPCSIC

$60,000

$60,000

Women’s Program

Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association

$15,000

$15,000

$127,500

$100,000

TOTAL

Total paid FY2019 = $450,817; Total committed FY2020 = $519,939
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Matching grants
EDUCATION
PROJECT

ORGANISATION

PAID FY2019

Educational Assistance

Western Port Community Support and Information Centre (WCSIC)

Learning Guarantee

Western Port Secondary College

Lunches in Primary Schools

Crib Point Primary School;
Hastings Primary School

Transition Scholarships

12 Primary and secondary schools

$22,000

Hastings Primary School

TOTAL

$41,000

$5,000
$10,000
$2,000
$2,000

HOMELESSNESS
PROJECT

ORGANISATION

PAID FY2019

Preventing Homelessness

Westernport Community Support

$25,000

Private Rental Assistance Program
(PRAP)

New Peninsula Community Caring Inc

$10,000

Sleep in Your Car

Fusion’s Housing Support Program

Southern Peninsula Shower and
Laundry Program

SPCSIC

$10,000

Hastings Primary School

TOTAL

$50,000

$5,000

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS AND WELLBEING
PROJECT

ORGANISATION

Family Support Service

SPCSIC

Individual Support

Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association

Hastings Primary School

TOTAL

PAID FY2019
$45,000
$4,500
$49,500

Total matching grants = $140,500
These grants are supported by MPF and are paid directly from the donor to the recipient.
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About our projects
EDUCATION

Overview

$627,556

56%

16

20

total spend

of total MPF funds

projects

community partners

Community partners
• Kindergartens: Crib Point, Tyabb, Mornington Park, Seawinds, Wallaroo, Community Kinders Plus
• Primary Schools: Tootgarook, Eastbourne, Mornington Park, Wallaroo, Crib Point, Tyabb Rail,
Somerville, Hastings, Boneo, Rosebud
• Secondary: Western Port, Rosebud, Dromana Secondary Colleges
• Alternative Education: Advance Community College
• Community organisations: Westernport Community Support; St Vincent de Paul, Anglicare Victoria
Over the last year we have expanded our connections to local kindergartens, primary schools, secondary colleges and
alternative education settings across a range of projects. Each has been driven by local insights and environments but
is responding to the common issue of poor student engagement, and academic attainment.
Some have been simple and immediate responses, for example, school lunches, warm clothing or extra tutoring.
Others have addressed the deeper underlying issues through developmental programs including speech therapy,
cognitive development, and child care for preschool children.
Each has been monitored in terms of delivery and outcomes, and most have had very positive impacts in their
localised form. More significantly, they have allowed MPF to get to know the people, the communities and the
impacting factors to develop more finely honed long-term strategies.
It is through this grass roots work that No Limits was born, an initiative that takes to scale the aspiration to improve
early child development, and therefore long-term engagement and success in education.
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No Limits
In June 2018 principals and staff from Crib Point,
Wallaroo, Eastbourne, Mornington Park and Tyabb
Railway Primary Schools and their feeder kindergartens
identified low levels of oral language as the key issue
for lack of engagement and success in learning in their
children. With the support of Right Lane Consulting,
a detailed intervention project plan was created and
generously funded at a cost of $1.05 million over three
years by ten MPF supporters.
Informed by the oral language pilot of 2018 at Crib
Point Primary, No Limits will support over 500 children
over three years in their oral language and literacy
development. MPF has engaged Peninsula Speech
Pathology Services (PSPS) to deliver the program and
supported the primary schools to employ an additional
aide in each prep class.
As part of a team managed by PSPS, a speech
pathologist visits each site one day per fortnight.
Individual testing informs individualised intervention
programs. Under supervision by the therapist and with
specialised training and additional resources, the class
teachers, aides and kindergarten assistants implement
the programs as part of the daily curriculum. This
increases the skills of the educators to respond to poor
oral language and integrates it sustainably into the
system.

school. As Sharon says – ‘I can’t thank our supporters
enough when I see and speak with our kids. They
are flying!’

Crib Point Primary Speech Program
MPF supported a one year trial bringing speech therapy
into the school in response to very low developmental
levels in prep children. Comparing baseline and endline
data that tested receptive and expressive language,
phonemic awareness and articulation and combining this
with observational insights regarding engagement and
wellbeing, dramatic improvements were revealed.
It was only the most severely impacted children still
requiring intervention at the end of the year, although
nearly all had required it after initial testing. With such
telling data this program formed the basis of the No
Limits program which provides oral language intervention
for four to six year olds in five schools and kindergartens
across the Mornington Peninsula.

Lunch program contributions, Hastings,
Crib Point
MPF contributed with small grants to the lunch programs
at each school, providing children who would otherwise
miss out with a nutritious meal. Having regular, healthy
food, like being able to speak, is so easily taken for
granted, however, listening to the staff and being at the
schools shows just how often children are without lunch.

Testing of 300 children at the ten intervention sites and
three comparison sites in term 1 of 2019 showed that
92% of the children required some form of oral language
intervention, compared to 10% of the general population.
Terms 2 and 3 saw specialist intervention according
to individual assessments and term 4 will see endline
testing of all children. This, along with observational
measurements, will inform the external evaluation.
No Limits is already sprouting branches of activities and
will form the basis of long-term coordinated change at
scale for children and their families on the Mornington
Peninsula.

About our other Education projects
Tyabb Railway Literacy Program
Education Assistants deliver ten minute daily doses of
individualised literacy support under the supervision of
the experienced program coordinator, Sharon Webster.
Forty children in lower primary participated during the
year with very significant growth in proficiency.
This project is embedded within the school community,
embraced by teachers, students and parents and will be
continued and potentially extended to all grades in the

Music in Schools, Hastings, Crib Point,
Wallaroo Primary Schools; Mornington
Special Development School
Building on the work of Foundation 59 and drawing
heavily on the wealth of evidence that correlates quality
music education with dramatic improvements in literacy
and numeracy, MPF is supporting music education at
Wallaroo, Hastings and Crib Point Primary Schools and
the Mornington Park Special Development School. This
program enhances student learning on multiple levels,
often providing a pathway to engagement when more
regular routes are closed.
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Educational Assistance,
Westernport Community Support
Each year the team at Westernport Community Support
provide over 200 young people with financial assistance
that enables them and their families to stretch resources
to include educational essentials. With limited resources
each family is assisted as much as possible. For many
children, this support means they can participate with
confidence, making a significant difference to long-term
engagement and success in education.

Feuerstein Method,
Advance Community College
The introduction of the Feuerstein Method of teaching
at Advance College has been an outstanding success.
Advance works with young people who have disengaged
from mainstream education and who face multiple
barriers to participation that mainstream settings struggle
to overcome. With generous donor funding, training in
the Feuerstein Methodology was delivered to Advance
College staff in early 2019 and incorporated into the
school curriculum throughout the year.
The Feuerstein Method teaches students the process
behind thinking and learning skills in an organized,
structured way. For young people who have experienced
trauma and adverse circumstances, learning has often
shut down. This method empowers individuals with
experience of success and enables them to see the
relevance of what they are learning in their every day
lives.

Transition Scholarships, St Vincent de Paul
Over the last three years one hundred scholarships
valued at $500 each have been awarded to children and
young people through the dedicated work of St Vincent
de Paul volunteer and retired primary school principal,
Eric White. Eric knows well the value of education and
the immense negative impact financial stress creates for
children and families.
At transition times, when costs increase significantly,
scholarships assist students with uniforms, shoes,
books, technology and excursions. For students
transitioning from year 10 to 11, preferred subjects are
often not chosen due to cost. These scholarships help
make that choice possible. For one student this year the
scholarship actually made returning to school an option
that was otherwise out of reach.
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Child Care Scholarships,
Seawinds Community Hub
We know that the early years are crucial for child
development that significantly determines life’s course.
A safe, secure, responsive environment can guide a
child through the early years so they are developmentally
ready for school. On the Mornington Peninsula there
are worrying low levels of development as evident in the
Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) data. Our
scholarships at Seawinds Community Hub provide a
small group of children with fee relief that enables their
families to send them on a regular basis. The results are
outstanding and while on a very small scale, for these
children and their families, school will be an exciting,
welcoming place that they can fully engage in, rather
than a setting where challenges are often too hard to
overcome.

Abecedarian Program,
Eastbourne Primary School
MPF is proud to continue the support Foundation 59
provided to the Abecedarian Project, an oral language
project that supports the development of children in
preschool, kindergarten and prep. The Abecedarian
Program is one of the few early years interventions
that has shown through longitudinal data from a
randomised control trial the fundamental importance of

Mornington Peninsula Foundation Annual Report FY2019

high dosage one on one interaction between care givers
and preschool children. This is reinforced by more and
more evidence that supports high quality education
in the preschool years. When teachers are trained,
they incorporate the program into their daily work thus
maximising its sustainability. Training has been delivered
to teachers in other parts of the Mornington Peninsula,
including Crib Point, Bittern and Tyabb.

After School Tutoring, Anglicare Victoria
at Eastbourne Primary School
The After School Tutoring at Eastbourne Primary
is delivered as part of Anglicare Victoria’s Parent
Engagement Program that has been running successfully
in the school for more than six years. This program
identifies children in upper primary who are behind in
literacy and numeracy and at risk of disengaging from
school in the transition period. With dedicated volunteer
tutors, each student receives one on one tutoring for
twenty weeks under the supervision of the lead teacher
and parent engagement worker who is also able to
support their emotional and social wellbeing and to
engage with the family.

‘As a mother of a child who
benefits from this outreach,
this is changing lives.’
Mother
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HOMELESSNESS

Overview

$206,700

19%

4

4

total spend

of total MPF funds

projects

community partners

Community partners
•
•
•
•

Southern Peninsula Community Support and Information Centre (SPCSIC)
New Peninsula Community Caring Inc
Fusion’s Housing Support Program
Westernport Community Support and Information Centre

In the land of abundance, homelessness is a major
issue with the Mornington Peninsula being the sixth
worst Victorian municipality for persons who were
sleeping rough according to ABS 2016 census. Rates
of homelessness are increasing as traditional caravan
parks are closing, house prices and rents have increased
significantly in recent years and there is very little social
housing.

With respect to the former, we have seeded a pilot
program on the Southern Peninsula with New Peninsula
Community Caring Inc. This initiative is identifying
people at risk of homelessness but with capacity to
maintain rental accommodation, and assisting them
to deal with those risks. This can then result in them
retaining or gaining stable housing through the private
rental system.

Most people on low incomes are locked out of the
housing market. The major housing and homeless
services supporting the Mornington Peninsula are in
Frankston and Dandenong, which are difficult to access
without a car as public transport is so minimal.

The very small team also works with real estate
agents, landlords and developers to understand their
needs, and how they can be supported to work with
vulnerable tenants so that tenancies are maintained. The
opportunities to create win/win situations for everyone
are increasingly clear, as is the potential to unlock
significant amounts of unused housing.

MPF’s work with respect to homelessness has
concentrated on the two extremes, being prevention on
the one hand and emergency outreach on the other.
14
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Connections to community form a big part of this
program, with volunteers forming support structures
around clients to enable that stability to be maintained.
In 2020 we are looking at expanding this work. With a
focus on risk mitigation we believe there is significant
potential to impact on the housing crisis through existing
resources.
At Westernport Community Support in Hastings,
a small pilot program to assist people at risk of
homelessness to retain housing in 2018 has led to a fully
funded position for FY2020 to continue this work. The
service to support the Westernport area is a trial to find
out more about the issue and potential for change that
could inform advocacy for increased resources in this
area. Over 80 people have been supported in the first six
months.
Data is being tracked with the assistance of pro bono
data analytics and has already shown revealing insights
into who is experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness
and why.

With respect to emergency outreach, MPF has
supported the work of the Southern Peninsula
Community Support and Information Centre (SPCSIC)
to deliver SPLaSH (Southern Peninsula Laundry and
Shower Program). This weekly outreach to people
sleeping rough on the Rosebud foreshore is the first
time such a program has been operating in the area.
With assistance from the Mornington Peninsula Shire a
foreshore toilet block has been equipped with showers,
a washing machine and dryer. Visitors are able to use
these facilities and get a meal but the most important
outcomes of the program have been the personal
connections made between SPCSIC workers and
visitors, and with other services who regularly attend the
program. While the potential for the program to connect
with people who are very isolated can lead to longer term
benefits, the setting has many shortcomings which we
are hoping to overcome.
This support is a first step in response to a major issue in
this area that needs to be addressed strategically.

‘When I felt at my lowest and a
failure as a dad, PRAP helped
me stay calm and confident we
would not end up on the streets.’
2019 PRAP participant
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS AND WELLBEING

Overview

$277,000

25%

4

2

total spend

of total MPF funds

projects

community partners

Community partners
• Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association
• Southern Peninsula Community Support and Information Centre (SPCSIC)
• Homeground Café
Community connections ultimately are the difference
between people thriving and not. Where community
connections are not in place to support the ongoing
needs of an individual, it is highly likely those services will
be required again, and again.
With Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association we
are proud to support the Women’s Program and to
work with the George Hicks Foundation to support the
creation of two beautiful sculptures of Indigenous totems.
Willum Warrain is a thriving Aboriginal community centre
dedicated to healing through culture. The Waa and
Bunjil sculptures watch over all who visit. The Women’s
Program provides a safe place for women who learn
through cultural practices about who they are and where
they are from. This provides much needed direction
and leadership to some women who have felt lost or
disenfranchised from whitefella society.
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Homeground Café is an alternative training opportunity
for young people excluded from mainstream education
and employment. After 18 months not only is
Homeground Café a thriving hub with a regular stream
of customers and is breaking even every month, it has
also trained and mentored over 30 young people. While
services are essential in addressing issues, community
connections are critical for those changes to be
maintained.
Southern Peninsula Community Support and
Information Centre (SPCSIC) has partnered with us
to explore new ways of working in the family services
space. This involves reaching people before crisis hits,
building trust based relationships, being client driven
and non time limited. Addressing underlying issues can
present major problems that otherwise escalate into
crises. This service epitomises the cross over between
mainstream services and community connections and
has been a valuable exploration of the potential to
develop more responsive, impactful services.
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Trustees and staff
Ian Hicks AM
Ian is Executive Chair of Applied International Pty Ltd (a private investment group
based in Melbourne), Chair of the George Hicks Foundation and is a member of the
Order Of Australia in recognition of his philanthropic work. Ian has a strong interest in
the arts, is a major supporter of the Australian Ballet and an enthusiastic collector of
Australian art and sculpture. He has a vineyard, avocado farm and sculpture park on
the Mornington Peninsula in Shoreham.

Andrew Fairley AM
Andrew is a commercial and equity lawyer at Hall & Wilcox. He is Chair of
Equipsuper, on the Board of The Australian Financial Complaints Authority and
Qualitas Securities Pty Ltd. He has a deep involvement in the philanthropic sector
both as advisor and a trustee. He Chairs the Sir Andrew Fairley Foundation, the
Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education and is Deputy Chair of the Greater
Shepparton Foundation.

During the year, we merged with Foundation 59, an organisation which had
been operating on the Mornington Peninsula for nine years, supporting and
investing in social change in our region. We are delighted to have joined forces
with Foundation 59, and proudly continue much of their work in our focus areas
of education, children and disadvantaged families.
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Dr Genevieve Timmons
Genevieve is one of the most highly respected philanthropy executives in Australia,
carrying an honourary doctorate in the sector from Swinburne University. Genevieve is
a Director of Philanthropy Australia, the Australian Communities Foundation, a Director
of the Fellowship for Indigenous Leadership, a Senior Fellow of the Johns Hopkins
Fellows in Philanthropy and a Fellow of Leadership Victoria.

Dr Janet Stanley
Janet is Principal Research Fellow of Urban Social Resilience, (Building and Planning)
at the University of Melbourne and a Director of Stanley and Co. consultants in
sustainable policy. Janet focuses on the interface between social, environmental and
economic issues in climate change and sustainability, specialising on sustainability
issues for people experiencing social disadvantage/exclusion. Janet is a long-term
resident of Red Hill on the Mornington Peninsula.

Andrew Wheeler
Andrew is Chair of Sentinel Foundation, and has had a long and successful career
in the financial services industry. As the creator of both Lonsdale Ltd and Lonsec
Ltd, he provides research integrated client software, and share broking services to
Accountants and Financial Planners. Andrew is active as a philanthropic donor and
close supporter of a number of not for profit organisations. He is a resident of
Mt Martha.

David Dyer
David has lived and worked across Australia, with 30 years now spent in Melbourne.
Previously working in general management, marketing and sales throughout Australia
and Asia in his third generation family business, Sealy Mattress. David was a director
of Foundation 59 for five years, and Chairman immediately prior to the merger with
Mornington Peninsula Foundation. He is a resident of Flinders.

Christina McGuffie
Tina brings to the MPF extensive knowledge of the communities on the Mornington
Peninsula and experience in media and communications, local and federal politics.
Originally a journalist and for many years Adviser to the Member for Flinders and
Federal Minister for Health, the Hon Greg Hunt, Tina is now speech writer at the
Mornington Peninsula Shire and a Commissioner on the National Mental Health
Commission.

Stephanie Exton
Stephanie leads MPF through her practice of place based philanthropy. Prior to
MPF, she was the Executive Officer of both the George Hicks Foundation and the
Sir Andrew Fairley Foundation (Shepparton). Her past work with the Reichstein
Foundation and Igniting Change involved managing teams to inspire deeper
understanding of social issues, catalyse financial support, foster innovation,
co-design new initiatives and measure impact.

Gitz Naidu
Gitz is Chief Financial Officer of MPF and has been working for the past 9 years within
Ian Hicks Family Office – Applied International. With 20 years experience in finance
and accounting, she started her career in public accounting and prior to this, was the
Chief Financial Officer in the retail industry and for an IT tech firm. She has a strong
background in finance and tax with her Masters degree in Taxation and is a fellow of
CPA Australia and Tax Institute of Australia and a graduate member of AICD.
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‘For us, it’s as simple as if you can do it, you
should do it, and we really enjoy it. The ability
to make a difference for individuals at this
young stage can have a great impact on their
lives going forward, and that’s something we’re
proud to be able to support.’
Neville and Di Bertalli, Donors
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Donor partners
6A Foundation

Fouress Foundation

Peter Vial

Adrian Reis

George Hicks Foundation

Queen Adelaide Club

Advance Community College

Grace and Emilio Foundation

RE Ross Trust

Andrew Robbin

Igniting Change

R. M. Ansett Trust

Anita Ziemer and Geoff Slade

Jack and Meg Bowen

Robin Mellett

Ben Hocking

Janet Calvert-Jones

Sally and Guy Nevett

Bendigo Bank – Rye and
Districts Community Bank
Branch

Janet Launder

SALT Impact

John and Jo Grigg

Sentinel Foundation

Julie Gunnersen

Sorrento Golf Club

Lions Club of Rye
McNamara Family Foundation

Southern Peninsula
Community Fund

Michael and Susie Hamson

Sue Darvall
Swann Family Foundation

Caroline Marshall

Mr Baillieu Myer AC and
Mrs Sarah Myer

Carol Richardson

Neil and Angela Gunn

The Myer Foundation

Christopher Wigan

Nicholas Barnett

Clive and Jenny Batrouney

Nicholas Rogers

The Orloff Family
Charitable Trust

Collier Charitable Fund

Noelle Howell

Yugilbar Foundation

Doug Bartley

P and NJ Hansen

Zagora Foundation

Foundation 59

Peter McKeand

Bertalli Family Foundation
Bowness Family Foundation
Bronwyn Stewart
Bushwalking Victoria

Tartakover Insurance

Pro bono partners
Hall and Wilcox
JTP Assurance
Merricks General Wine Store
Right Lane Consulting
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